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ably hoped, by advancing into Apulia, to oblige the Roman
generals to concentrate their troops, and thus enable Hasdru-
bal's messengers to penetrate to him. He had no doubt of
their being on the road. He had twice been driven back to
Bruttium to recruit his forces, which battles fought against
his will had depleted. He had again advanced. His marches
at this time seem erratic; but they are explained by the weak-
ness of his army, the necessity he was under of saving it all
he could, and his desire to communicate with Hasdrubal. He
was ready to march forward to join hands with him, or even
to fight his way through, so soon as he knew what direction
Hasdrubal would take, who, from the Padus, might pass either
by way of Etruria or Umbria. Now less than ever, while
looking forward to what he had awaited for many years, could
Hannibal afford general engagements for any other than the
one purpose of forcing a junction with Hasdrubal.

It was in the hope of receiving some message from Hasdru-
bal that Hannibal now remained at Canusium. It was a dan-
gerous position to occupy, surrounded by Roman armies and
with such an able general as Nero on his heels wherever he
turned. Nothing in the Roman annals excites our admiration
more than Nero's excellent manoeuvring, within its limita-
tions, against the great Carthaginian. But Canusium was as
good a position as Hannibal could well occupy until he knew
how to cooperate with the newly arrived army of invasion.
Until he heard from it, he could undertake nothing.

As might have been expected, Hasdrubal had failed in his
aiege of Placentia, and then, had finally turned towards
Ariminum to join his brother. He had sent messengers
from Placentia, telling Hannibal of his throwing up the siege
and proposing to meet and join in Umbria. Hasdrubal was to
follow the Maminian road along the coast and then at Fanum,
at the mouth of the Metaurus, turn across the Apennines toation of the battle*It was a far greater risk than to face the Koman fleet in
